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that are good people that have been left be-
hind.

That’s why I’m glad to see some of the
nontraditional students in the community
college. That means that they’re going to
make the transfer from the middle class that
might be left behind to the middle class that’s
surging ahead. And we need more of that,
which is why we don’t need to be in a posi-
tion of reducing our commitment to edu-
cation at the end of this century when the
next century will trigger opportunity to edu-
cation more than ever before.

Thank you very much. I have to go. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House.

Statement on Action in the House of
Representatives on Welfare Reform
March 23, 1995

I want to applaud Democrats and Repub-
licans in the House of Representatives for
approving an amendment this afternoon to
require States to deny drivers and profes-
sional licenses to deadbeat parents who
refuse to pay child support. This tough provi-
sion was a central part of the welfare reform
plan my administration introduced last year
and sends a clear signal: No parent in Amer-
ica has a right to walk away from the respon-
sibility to raise their children.

I congratulate the sponsor of the amend-
ment, Representative Marge Roukema (R–
NJ), as well as Representative Barbara Ken-
nelly (D–CT) and other Members who have
worked across party lines to make tough child
support enforcement a central part of welfare
reform. With this amendment, the House
welfare reform legislation now includes every
major child support pillar of our welfare re-
form plan, which offered the toughest pos-
sible child support enforcement measures
ever put forward.

These actions on child support enforce-
ment prove that welfare reform can and must
be a bipartisan issue. Unfortunately, the
House Republican bill still does not offer the
kind of real welfare reform that Americans
in both parties expect. Welfare reform must

be tough on work and tough on deadbeat
parents, not tough on children.

I look forward to working with Repub-
licans and Democrats in both Houses of Con-
gress to enact real reform that makes work
and responsibility a way of life.

Statement on Action in the Senate on
the Line-Item Veto
March 23, 1995

The Senate tonight has taken another step
toward passing strong line-item veto legisla-
tion. I hope the House and Senate will now
get together quickly to resolve their dif-
ferences and pass the strongest possible bill.

The sooner such a bill reaches my desk,
the sooner I can take further steps to cut
the deficit.

Proclamation 6779—Greek
Independence Day: A National Day
of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy, 1995
March 23, 1995

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Two thousand five hundred years ago in

Athens, across the Peninsula of Attica and
throughout Greece, the idea of democracy
was embodied in a series of rights and laws.
The resulting freedom for the citizens of that
land sparked a period of unprecedented ac-
tivity in philosophy and the arts. The birth
of democracy in Greece signaled the begin-
ning of a lasting cultural transformation
clearly reflected in the course of Western civ-
ilization.

The United States is proud to acknowledge
the debt it owes to the ancient Greeks, whose
philosophy and political system guided
America’s founders in forming a representa-
tive democracy on this continent. Yet the
common bond that unites our modern na-
tions goes beyond our commitment to the
principles of democracy; beyond, too, the
close friendship that we share. Through the
years, our citizens have demonstrated a will-
ingness to fight for the right to self-deter-
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